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1. The Italian Government establishes the title of a “Safe Countries of Origin,” confirmed by the 

Foreign Affairs Minister, Home Office Minister and Minister of Justice in a decree. These countries are 
said to be evaluated on legal systems, law enforcement, human rights violations, justice for victims of 
human rights violations, general political situation; acts of persecution, torture, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment; and indiscriminate violence (in the context of internal or international armed 
conflict). “Safety” can be established even with the exception of a portion of the territory or a particular 
group of people.  
In short: A person coming from a determined “Safe Country” will not be considered as in danger as 
those coming from other countries. They are subjected to a quicker procedure, and, for this reason, will 
have a higher burden of proof because they must prove not only the persecution, but also that their 
country is, in practice, not safe. An asylum request may be rejected solely due to reasoning of a “Safe 
Country.” 
 

2. Since the abolition of Humanitarian Protection, three levels of international protection: 1.) 
Refugee status; 2.) Subsidiary protection; 3.) Special cases. About the Permit of Stay of Special 
Cases: Applies to: 

a. Victims of domestic violence 
i. Duration: 1 year 

ii. Access to study 
iii. Access to social assistance 
iv. Access to labor market: It is possible to convert the permit of stay for special cases to 

work permit. 
b. People with serious health problems: conditions must be verified by health professional 

i. Duration: 1 year, renewable if the health conditions persist 
c. Victims of disasters: in cases of temporary and exceptional situations that do not allow the 

return/stay in the origin country. 
i. Duration: 6 months, renewable if the conditions persist 

ii. Access to labor market: but not convertible to work permit. 
 

3. Changes to Reception: 
a. At arrival ➔ In the “hotspot” (first reception center), a person is allowed no more than 30 days to 

verify their identity/nationality 
b. If a person has a prior expulsion ➔ In the repatriation center, they are allowed no more than 180 

days to verify identity/nationality 
c. The permit of stay pending the decision on the refugee status expires after 6 months, is suitable 

as ID document, but not to register to the civil registry (anagrafe) 
 

4. There is no longer a SPRAR system (reception centers for asylum seekers and refugees) and 
introduction of facilities are limited to refugees and unaccompanied minors. Many reception centers 
have been closed and all the hosted people have been sent to other facilities or, in the worst cases, 
remain on the streets 
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5. The introduction of a new form of permit of stay for “Valuable Acts Towards the Society, such as: 
Saving a person from an imminent and serious danger, Avoiding or reducing the risk of a serious 
disaster, Restoration of the public order and law enforcement, Arrest or participation in the arrest of 
criminals, Progress of science or acts to safeguard human beings, Preserving the prestige or the name of 
the Nation. 

a. Duration: 2 years 
b. Access to study 
c. Access to labor market: it is possible to convert the permit in a work permit. 

 
6. There is a definitive denial or revocation of refugee status if a person has been convicted of: 

a. Violence against a public officer 
b. Serious physical and psychological harm  
c. Performing female genital mutilation 
d. Serious physical and psychological harm to a public officer during a sporting event 
e. Theft 
f. Armed robbery 
g. Burglary 
h. Murder 
i. Extortion  
j. Kidnapping 
k. Criminal conspiracy 
l. Production, trafficking and possession of high quantity of drugs 
m. Criminal association directed to drug trafficking 

 
 
 

 


